M e et the Freshm en
W hen a student enters Rosary Hill, she is
automatically subject to a severe scrutiny by
her fellow-students, especially by the mem
bers of the Senior class. These penetrating
glances are not meant to develop an infe
riority complex in the new student. They are
merely indicative of a state of anxiety com
mon to all Seniors.
You see, the Seniors are worried because
they realize that after this year they will no
longer be around to supervise affairs at
Rosary Hill. However, they are willing to
admit that things won’t exactly "go to pieces”
after their departure. In other words, they
have acquired a certain degree of confidence
in the ability of the Juniors to "take over the
reigns of state,” and they have adopted a
condescending attitude towards the Sopho
more’s efforts at leadership.
But their attitude towards the Freshmen
class is clearly one of frustration, resulting
from an ignorance of the potential scholar
ship and leadership present in this group. To
allay the fears of the Seniors, we will now
introduce some of the Freshmen, who have
already indicated their eagerness to give their
wholehearted support to R. H. College.
First, we would like you to meet Kay
Hughes, the very petite but capable Fresh
men class president. Kay not only has un
usual executive ability and a charming per
sonality, but also a lovely voice which won
her one of the leads in Sacred Heart’s oper
etta last year. Peggy Lenahan, vice-president
and a graduate of St. Mary’s Seminary, was
very active in many high school activities,
and is said to be one of those people "who is
always there to help when help is most
needed.”
Our efficient secretary, Betty Haroney, is
much interested in dramatics, and is a mem
ber of the cast of "Ladies in Retirement.” W e
know that Pat Colquhoun will prove to be
a reliable class treasurer, for she is con
stantly seen with her little black book,
meticulously keeping track of Freshmen
funds. The Student Council Representative
is Joanne Liberty, that girl with the everready smile.
Congratulations to Patricia Brechtel who
will sing the role of the Mother in "Hansel
and Gretel,” and who is also a member of
the cast of "Ladies in Retirement.” Patricia’s
lovely mezzo-soprano voice won her a
scholarship to Manhattanville College in
N.Y.C. but fortunately for us, she decided
to accept the music scholarship offered to
her by R. H.
It seems everyone wanted to be on the
committee for the Thanksgiving dance to be
given by the Freshmen, but it was decided
that chairman, Phyllis Walker and her assist
ants Carol Gabriel, Carol Granville, Maria
Sanpedro, Agnes Cavanaugh, Marie Walter
and Eileen Stager would plan the affair.
The Seniors may now relax and replace
those "soul-searching looks” with some high
voltage smiles.

ROSARY HILL TO PRESENT
HUMPERDINCKS’
“ HANSEL AND GRETEL”

The fine tenor voice of Mr. Jack Tiegen, a
member of the Schola Cantorum and the
Central Presbyterian Choir will be heard in
the role of the Father.

Early in December the Music Department
will present Humperdincks’ opera, "Hansel
and Gretel.” This is a tremendous under
taking for a college this size. However, the
fine musicianship of the principals in the
opera, and our very capable director, Mr.
Peter Ludwig, insure a highly professional
performance.

The Sandman will be sung by Joan
Swierat, and Patricia Mahoney will be heard
as the Dew Fairy. The College Glee Club will
sing the "Gingerbread Chorus.”

The role of Gretel will be sung by Mary
Grace Muffoletto, a pupil of Mrs. Isabelle
Yeager. Mary Grace has also studied under
Mr. Treash at the Eastman School of Music,
and is an active member of the Opera W ork
shop.
Valentina Swierczynski (H ansel), also a
pupil of Mrs. Yeager, is a member of the
Opera Workshop and the Kenmore Choral
Club, and has appeared as guest soloist with
the Buffalo Philharmonic and the Batavia
Civic Orchestra.
A Freshman has been chosen to sing the
role of the mother. Patricia Brechtel has been
a member of the Sweet Sixteen Choral Club,
the Angelus Singers and the Seven Dolors
Choir. At Sacred Heart Academy she took
leading parts in many operettas.
Loretta Kogut attended the Julliard School
of Music during the past two summers. A
pupil of Arrigo Osmano, Loretta is the
recording secretary of the Choirmaster’s
Guild and the president of our school Glee
Club. She will sing the part of the W itch.

Miss Seenie Rothier is doing the Choreo
graphy, and the stage work is under the
direction of Mr. Joseph Herman. Costumes
are being made by the Home Economics class
with the help of Miss Rosamond Mullaney.
A matinee and evening performance have
been planned.

W e M iss Y o u , Sister
W hen we returned to Rosary H ill in the
fall, we soon noticed the many changes on
our campus: the newly added second story
of Daemen Hall with its seven classrooms,
biology lab and faculty and student lounges;
the additions to our faculty, and the in
creased student body. These changes delight
us because they are an indication that Rosary
Hill is growing.
However, we are sorry to hear that Sister
Magdalis will not be able to teach this year
because of ill health.
Sister Magdalis in addition to teaching
Spanish also had charge of the college store.
An expert saleswoman, Sister Magdalis did a
thriving business.
W e the students of Rosary Hill can only
say, "Come back soon. W e miss you Sister”!
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THE CO-ORDINATING SEMINAR

The most important course in the Senior curriculum is the co-ordinating seminar. This
course is designed to integrate the different fields of concentration offered by this college.
W e as finite beings, cannot hope to grasp knowledge as a whole. First we must break
it down into the major divisions of English, Art, Music, Science, etc. Forced to divide
the "indivisible,” we often forget that all knowledge is really one.
This is likely to happen to a student who spends most of her time in one particular
field of study. She must constantly remind herself that all branches of learning are closely
related, and that all knowledge has as its common goal, Truth, Beauty and Goodness— in
other words, God.
Once the student is conscious of this common goal, she will cease to ' classify her
fellow-students as Art Majors or English Majors, or Science Majors. And she will realizethat with knowledge, all paths lead us ultimately to God, if we are but willing to be led!

CONVOCATION EXERCISES
"O God Almighty Father, O God Eternal
Son,
O God the Holy Spirit, thrice blessed Three
in One,
Look down upon our college, in Thy Name
all is done.”
W ith the singing of our college hymn the
third student Government Convocation was
formally opened on September 26. Father
OMalley, Chaplain of the S.G.A., presided as
chairman. Speaking for Mother Alphonse
and the faculty, Father expressed a warm
welcome to both new and old students. He
then introduced the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Eugene
Loftus, whom we were privileged to have as
guest speaker.
In his address Msgr. Loftus stressed the
importance of character development. He
urged the students to remember God, as our
primary cause, not only during our pioneer
days at Rosary Hill, but also in the future
when we go out into life as products of a
Catholic college. Msgr. Loftus also elabo
rated on the fact that being welcomed means
a great deal to students.
Father then turned the convocation over
to Miss R ita Gradwohl, president of the
S.G.A., who after introducing the other mem
bers of the Council, conducted the first busi
ness meeting of the year. The convocation
exercise closed with the singing of our
Alma Mater.

N.S.A. TO HOLD REGIONAL
CONFERENCE AT ALBANY
On November 9, 10, and 11 the New
York State Region of the National Student’s
Association will hold its fall Regional Con
ference at Albany.
The principal speakers of this conference
will be the Lieutenant Governor of New
York, the Honorable Frank Moore, and the
noted jurist, Judge J. Edward Conway, Presi
dent of the State Civil Service Commission.
Other guest speakers on the agenda will be
Mr. W illiam Dentzer, president of the U. S.
N. S. A., and Mr. Jean de Margie, president
of the National Federation of the Canadian
Union of Students.
Canadian-American Relations, A Func
tioning Student Government, Techniques on
Campus Structure, and Regional Programs
are the subjects to be discussed at this
meeting.
Mary Mulhall, Senior Delegate to N.S.A.,
Dorothy A. O ’Loughlin, Alternate Delegate,
Joyce Fink, Vice-President of S. G. A., Joan
Leonard and Dolores Attea will attend the
convention as representatives of Rosary Hill.

FALL
Biting smoke from burning leaves
Steals over steeping grass
Through the swaying trees — and grieves
T o see their naked mass.
Its solemn hue mends
Nature’s loss, — a torpid, spiral ring
Diffuses far — and then wends
Upward, bringing greetings to the King.

A Look at Spain
By J oan D o w n ey
Today, the greatest threat to the Christian
world is Communism, a malignant cancer
which has already enveloped many nations.
It has destroyed their economic stability, their
political structure, and religious freedom; it
has brought with it hatred, fear and. bigotry
This evil system can be stemmed only if
Christian peoples of all nations unite.
Spain, a land of Catholics, is united in her
hatred and rejection of Communism. Rich in
tradition and dignity, it is a country which
boasts a large standing army of well-trained
men, ready to fight for world freedom. Y et
Spain is not a member of the United
Nations. This organization, one of the fore
most exponents for the brotherhood of men,
refuses to open its doors to a valuable ally;
it refuses to say, "W elcome” to Spain.
That Spain is a military dictatorship is
undeniable. Generalissimo Francisco Franco
wields the traditional weapons of such a
state — political imprisonment, suppression
of opposition, and rigid censorship. Never
theless, Franco is a loyal Spaniard, whose
shrewd mind placed him in the vanguard
against Communism in 1936, when most of
the world, including the United States,
assumed a tragic, non-intervention policy. At
the present time Franco is the only man
capable of making needed concessions to the
Western World, concessions involving the
leasing of Spanish air and naval bases which
are vital to European and subsequently,
American defense.
The Church in Spain has, in the past, been
second only to the army, as an advocate of
Franco’s regime. This does not mean that
the Church favors a dictatorial government.
In fact the Catholic Action Movement has
been actively engaged in spreading the seeds
of democracy in Spain. This relentless pres
sure from within, the appeals of the Vatican,
and the rebuke of the Western World have
forced Franco to begin the inevitable turn
from authoritarianism to a more democratic
attitude toward life. Franco’s sincerity in
trying to appease his censors is apparent in
his recent cabinet shake-up, in which the
Falangists, Franco’s own totalitarian party,
surrendered three seats.
It would be foolish to assume that demo
cracy will spring forth spontaneously on the
Iberian Peninsula. At present, Spain is too
preoccupied with more pressing problems. *
She is still recovering from the blow dealt
her by the Civil W ar of 1936. Furthermore,
in this country there is widespread economic
chaos.
Spain needs the help of the Western
World just as much as they need hers. Once
this mutual need has been recognized we will
incorporate Spain into the United Nations;
we will abandon our policy of political isola
tion. Then as Christians all, we will unite
against the evils of Communism and say
one unto the other, "I am my brother’s
keeper.”

FRESHMAN TO SING WITH
BUFFALO PHILHARMONIC

Rosary Hill Welcomes
More Foreign Students

Jewell Ott, a Freshman at Rosary Hill will
appear as guest soloist with the Buffalo
Philharmonic Orchestra on November 16.

Rosary Hill has become quite cosmopoli
tan. In our first two years we had two stu
dents from South America; the third year
we welcomed two students from Albania;
this year we have with us four Chinese Sisters
from the city of Shasi, in the province of
Hupeh in Central China. They are Sister
Gloria, Sister Antonia, Sister Mary and Sister
Theresa. After receiving their degrees, the
Sisters plan to return to China and teach in
the mission school.

Miss Ott began her vocal training at the
Community Music School under Mrs. Louise
E. Sleep and is now studying with Mrs.
Mildred Kingsley and Mr. Hans Vigeland.
In the summer of 1950 Jewell was the
guest soloist of the Buffalo Civic Orchestra
at Cazenovia Park, and was awarded first
place (lyric soprano division) in a vocal
contest sponsored by the Buffalo Public High
Schools in May, 1951. She has sung with
the Buffalo Light Opera Company, the Ken
sington Choral Group and the Catholic Poly
phonic Chorale. At present she is singing
with the Buffalo Schola Cantorum and the
Westminster Choir.
Only seventeen years old, Miss Ott is one
of the youngest singers ever to appear with
the Buffalo Philharmonic.

FIELD DAY
At the close of our first Convocation on
September 26th, all Rosary Hill students
donned shirts and dungarees, and tripped

DRAMATIC DEPARTMENT
A three act mystery melodrama, "Ladies in
Retirement,” by Edward Percy and Reginald
Denham has been chosen as the Rosary Hill
College Players’ first dramatic production of
the season.
\
The scene is set in Britain in the late 19th
century, but the play is based on incidents
that actually occurred in France.
Herman Pease, who took the lead in last
year’s production of "It Is Not Lawful,” will
make his initial appearance as director of
the Rosary Hill Players. Mr. Pease has had
considerable experience in directing other
dramatic groups in the past.
The play will be presented on November
8th, 9th, 10th and 11th at 8 :3 0 p. m. at
Sacred Heart Academy, Eggertsville, N. Y.
CAST
Lucy G ilh am ............................ Janet S. Conley
Leonora F isk e ..................Patricia A. Brechtel
Ellen C reed .....................Rita Ann Gradwohl
Albert Feather .................. Edward Lawrence
Louise C reed....................... Ann Regina W ick
Emily C reed....................... Elizabeth Haroney
Sister Theresa.................. Mary T . Schwendler

gaily out to our athletic field. Everyone was
eager to participate in the sports events of
our first Field Day.
The purpose of this Field Day was to stim
ulate interest in athletics on the campus.
Many felt that the students had not been
taking advantage of their splendid recrea
tional facilities.
A spirit of friendly competition prevailed
that afternoon. Each class hoped to be the
proud winner of the beautiful winged victory
trophy which was to be presented to the
class accumulating the highest number of
points. In each event, ten points would be
awarded to the winning class and five to

After attending the Summer School of
Catholic Action at Fordham University, Pre
fect of the Sodality Ann W ick, and Secre
tary Mary Schwendler returned to school
with many new ideas which the Sodalists of
Rosary Hill have incorporated into their pro
gram for the coming year.
This program, which places the emphasis
on spiritual activities, is based on the idea
that the Sodality is not only a religious organ
ization, but also a way of life.
Plans are being made for a Sodality con
vention at Rosary Hill in which various
(Continued on page 4 )

Two other foreign students attending
R.H.C. are Paule Génois from Quebec, and
Lola Paluca, a native of Tirana, Albania. The'
girls have been in the United States for two
years and transferred from Nazareth College
in Kentucky early this fall.
W hen the girls first came to this country,
they had a difficult time learning English.
Lola recalls her first dance at which, she,
when asked to dance, was unable to reply.
The only response she gave was a broad grin.
W ell, Lola, we really can’t think of a nicer
reply!

those coming in second.
Although many events were scheduled,
time permitted the completion of only the
tennis matches and baseball games. As win
ners in both events, the Freshmen were
awarded 20 points, and the Seniors, as run
ners-up, received 10.
W e do hope to finish the events before
"Jack Frost” makes himself at home. Remem

SODALITY NEWS

From our interview with the Sisters, we
learned that in China there is no compulsory
education. Most of the schools are public, but
a few are sponsored by religious orders. The
curriculum in the public schools consists of
literature, history, writing and mathematics.
The schools in the larger cities are divided
into grade school and high school, with sepa
rate buildings for boys and girls. China also
has normal schools established for the pur
pose of training teachers, and government
schools for the poor, where the children work
days and attend classes in the evening.

ber, the victory is still to be won.

Remember
"Ladies in
Retirement"
Nov. 8-9-10-11

TO ONE
ON AN OCCASION
W hen pierced by Love, the flesh encumbered
fist,
That clings so mockishly unto its own
Bleak, barren breast, unfolds and finds it’s
flown
To grasp the light that’s hid beneath the
mist.
Great gifts present themselves; small hands
resist
These rings that wed the wanderer to the
Throne,
That sanctify the wounds where blisters
shown
And glove the palm which ’waits the final
tryst.
But still! Look on the other hands that
grope
And all too often pale along the way;
The mantled one, the thin one clutching
hope,
The expressive, the burly, battering day.
These need your hand to steal the sky,
So weave their wrists with bonds that He
will tie.

May

October
29— Daemen Mother’s Club Card Party
Hotel Statler
31— Sodality Hallowe’en Party, Dae
men Hall
November
1— All Saints Day, no classes
8, 9, 10, 11— Ladies in Retirement,
Sacred Heart Academy Aud.
21— Thanksgiving recess begins after
classes
23— Freshmen Turkey Hop, Daemen
Hall
26— Classes resume
December
1 and November 31 (tentative) Han
sel & Gretal, opera
9— Day of Recollection, Canisius Col
lege, Sodality sponsored
10— Guild Meeting
11— Daemen Mothers’ Christmas Tea
14— Dean’s Tea
'— Christmas recess begins after
classes
27— Senior Christmas Cotillion, Buffalo
Trap & Field Club.

4— Senior Student Recital
11— Senior Student Recital
18— Glee Club Recital
21 or 15 (tentative) Moving Up Day
22— Ascension Day, no classes
23— Comprehensive Exams for Seniors
Juniors entertain Seniors
25— Freshmen Tea for Graduates
26— English Comprehensive for
Sophomores
27— Language Comprehensive for
Sophomores
26, 27, 28— Final Exams for Seniors
2 8 — June 4— Final Exams for rest of
school
June
1—

Baccalaureate Sunday. First Meet
ing in afternoon
2— Mothers’ Banquet at Park Lane for
Graduates
3— Sophomore Class entertains the
Graduates
4— Sunrise Ceremony
5— Class Day Graduates’ Dance at
Wanakah Country Club
6— Conferring Degrees

January
7— Classes resume
26— N.F.C.C.S. Dance at Canisius Col
lege
28— First Semester Exams start
February
4— Exams conclude
5— Intersemester Holiday
24— Sodality Convention at Rosary Hill
26— Sophomore Mardi Gra Party
March
Communion Breakfast, Daemen
mothers and daughters
23-29— Lenten Play (tentative)

ARE YOU KEEPING YOUR TALENTS
HIDDEN?
Do you have a talent for creative writing?
You do? Fine! Are you making good use of
this talent? In other words, are you a staff
member of the Ascent? You’re not? W ell
then, how about attending the next staff
meeting? W e would like to have you.
(W atch the bulletin board for the an
nouncement of the next staff meeting.)

16—

April
6— Senior Student Recital
7, 8, 9— Student Retreat
9—-Easter recess begins at end of
retreat
17— Junior Class Dinner Dance
20— Canisius Glee Club entertains in
Daemen Hall
21— Classes resume
26— Rosary H ill Guild Fashion Show
27— Senior Student Recital
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“ BATHTUB vs. ROWBOAT
JOURNALISM”

Calendar Continued
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colleges from this area will participate. A
general plan, similar to that of the summer
school sessions, will be adapted and groups
will be formed to discuss Sodality problems.
February 24th is the tentative date chosen for
this convention. An outstanding religious
director will be asked to act as Moderator for
the occasion.
The Sodality calendar also includes a Day
of Recollection to be held at Canisius College
on December 9th, which all Sodalists are
urged to attend.
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I recently read a book, written by a friend
of mine, called N otes T aken W hile Soaking
in a Bathtub. You’ve heard of "bathtub gin,’’
well, this is "Bathtub Journalism.”
N ot to be outdone by my friend, I decided
that I too would join the School of Bathtub
Journalists. On Saturday night I filled the
tub with water, and equipped with paper,
typewriter, pencils, erasers and ear plugs,
( I can’t stand to get water in my ears) I
hopped in.
I am sorry to report that this School is
doomed to failure. Not only did my paper
get soggy, but the ink in my typewriter
became so diluted that it came out a dull
gray.
No, I shall remain a member of the
School of Rowboat Journalism. Of course,
both Schools rest on the same foundation
(w ater), but the former has decided advan
tages over the latter. For example, when out
in the middle of a lake in a rowboat, your
papers will not get wet, unless you fall over
board, and if, by any chance, your pen runs
out of ink, you can easily lean over the side
and fill it with lake water. Of course this
necessitates a change from blue to green ink
(N o reflections on our lake.)
Since I am the foremost rowboat journalist
on the campus, I naturally have a great fol
lowing, especially among the Freshmen. Dur
ing the first weeks of school several ap
proached me, and expressed the desire to
earn their degrees from Rosary Hill in the
field of Rowboat Journalism. I referred them
to the Dean.
This year the college purchased another
rowboat, so I decided to accept one pupil.
I suppose by now you’ve heard of the Fresh
man, who was late to class the other day,
because she got stuck out in the middle of
the lake with no oars.
That was my disciple! In her eagerness to
master this gentle art, she completely ignored
the first rule of good rowboat journalism:
"Never enter a rowboat in which the oars
are missing.”
Any beginner who overlooks this First
Principle will undoubtedly find her thoughts
just "drifting.”
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